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The Committee endorses the salary documentation method proposed by the National Commission on Research and therefore would like to see Circular A-21 further refined to permit the following!3
In lieu of effort reporting, the documentation for salary charges may consist simply of (1) the report of the university of the salaries charged to the sponsored agreement, (2) the explicit certification by the investigator that the direct expenditures for salaries and wages are fair in terms of the sponsored agreement/ (3) the assessment by the federal program officer of the reasonableness of the expenditures for the work undertaken, (4) periodic audit by federal or independent auditors of the adequacy of the institution's system for assigning charges to individual projects, and (5) recognition that where projects are closely related or carried on by one or more of the same investigators, the group of related projects, not the individual projects, should be accepted as the basis for the audit.
The Committee agrees with the National Commission on Research that Circulars A-21 and A-110 need thorough reex-amination. The point would be, in their words, to:3
assure that these guidelines for financial and administrative accountability (1) incorporate features which not only control against abuse but also facilitate and encourage effective management, (2) are fully consistent with the nature of the research process, (3) accommodate better the academic environment in which they must operate, and (4) are based on better mutual understanding of the purposes of the government-university relationship.
The Committee believes that representatives of all affected parties in the government-university relationship must accept responsibility for familiarizing themselves with OMB Circulars A-21 and A-110 and for reaching consensus on the changes needed.
The Forum on Government-University Relationships could serve to develop the mutual understanding needed tofindings in Chapter 6) .universities with unnecessary rules,  but they intend to insist on proper  use of federal research funds.
